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Citrus grading with centrifugal and gravitational force

R. tabatabaekoloor
S.J. Hashemi

Abstract

A citrus size grading machine was developed and evaluated. Rotation of a semi-conical
surface disc resulted in centrifugal and gravitational force to move fruit to the disc
periphery. A metering board with gaps of increasing size arranged along the periphery
of the disc. Fruits are fed onto one section of the rotating disc and move toward the
periphery until contact with the metering board is attained. Otherwise, the tangential
force rolls the fruit along the metering board were they are sized and allowed to drop
through gaps. Experiment was conducted on oranges (Thompson variety) at four disc
speed (30, 35, 40 and 45 rpm) and performance parameters such as, mean error ratio,
efficiency and throughput capacity was determined. Results showed that the best
performance was obtained at the disc speed of 40 rpm with mean error ratio of 11.1%,
efficiency of 94% and throughput capacity of 1012 kg/h.

Keywords: grading machine, sorting, citrus, centrifugal force
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