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EFFECT OF TILLAGE METHOD ON CHECKPEA YIELD

IN COLD DRYLAND CONDITIONS
REZA RAHIMZADEH, AHMAD SHARIFI, ARZHANG JAVADI

Abstract

In order to study the effect of different tillage methods on chickpea yield this
experiment was carried out in Dryland Agricultural Research Institute in Maragheh
station from 1999 to 2003. This experiment conducted with two factors by Randomized
Complete Blocks Design using Strip Plots in 3 replication. The main plot was primary
tillage at 2 levels, moldboard plow and chisel plow and secondary tillage in sub plot at 4
level included disk harrow, leveler, rotary harrow and broadcasting (check). In this
experiment some traits such as plant height, lowest pod, number of pod per plant,
number of seed per plant, planting depth, hundred kernel weight(HKW), grain yield,
plant/m’ and weight of weeds in two stage were evaluated. Statistical analysis showed
significant differences among the treatments. Primary tillage had significant effect
(P<1%) on grain yield. Chisel plow with average 436 kg/ha grain yield better than
moldboard plow whit 300 kg/ha grain yield. Also secondary tillage had significant
effect at 1% level on grain yield. Highest grain yield obtained from rotary harrow with
average of 431 kg/ha grain yield and better than disk harrow, leveler and check with
average 395, 340 and 306 kg/ha grain yield, respectively. Interaction effects of factors
had no significant differences but the most grain yield obtained from chisel plow +
rotary harrow with average 509 kg/ha grain yield and MIN grain yield obtain from
moldboard plow + broadcasting + disk harrow with average 260 kg/ha grain yield.
Generally the crop yield was very low because in three years of four years (1999- 02)
the among of rainfall with 201.3, 264 and 203.3 millimeter was lower than long rainfall
period (350 millimeters) but with good seed bed preparation can increased the yield 100
percentage higher than traditional method in chickpea.

Key words: Tillage, Chickpea, Yield, Crop morphology, Dry condition
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