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Determining the shear strength and picking force of rose flower (Rosa hybrids) 

S. H. Hashemi Fard, GH. R. Chegini 

Abstract: 
 In this research the effect of bevel angle and shear velocity were studied on shear strength and 
shearing energy of rose flower stem by using direct shear tests. Also, the effect of picking 
velocity, stretch direction and sample groups (near growth tip, near root internode) was studied 
on force and energy required for picking up the leaves. All experiments were carried out with 
Instron Universal Test Machine. Mean of values shear strength and energy were estimated 1.63 
Mpa and 5.16mj/mm2, respectively. With increasing the shear velocity, from 10 to 500 mm/min, 
the mean values of shear strength and energy per unit area decreased. Picking force and energy 
data ranged from 4.5 to 12.2 N and from 8.6 to 16.9 mJ, respectively. The mean values of 
tensile strength and energy per unit area for picking up the flowers were 1.6 MPa and 
3.7mJ/mm2, respectively. The effect of picking velocity and starch direction on tensile strength 
and energy per unit area was significant (P=0.01), but sample groups not significant difference 
on picking force. Results of Duncan’s multiple range test shows that means value of picking 
force for positive and negative direction was 13.21 and 2.22(N), respectively. 

Keywords: Rose flower, mechanical properties, shear, picking, stem. 
 


