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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the factors which encourage farmers in Behsha

County to insure their rice crop. The statistical population included all insured
rice-farmers of Behshahr County in 2011-2012 which amounted to 690 people.
Using krejcie and Morgan table, a sample size of 248 was selected and the data
were gathered through interviews with farmers. In this survey research which is of
descriptive type, classified random sampling method was used. For descriptive
data analysis, descriptive methods (frequency table, mean and SD) were used. For
inferential statistics of this study, to generalize the results, we used univariate t-
test and LSD. The results showed that there is a significant relationship between
economic, cultural and organizational factors and farmers' encouragement to
insure their crops. Economic factors got the first priority, and organizational and
cultural factors, though their average scores were higher in organizational factors,
both had the second priority. As institutional barriers mostly emanate from the
lack of organized manpower, the main suggestion made in this study is to hold
periodic educational and extension sessions in the area of agricultural insurance in
accordance with the planning and informational needs of farmers and manpower

training.

Keywords: Rice, Insurance, Economic factors, Institutional factors, Cultural

factors
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