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Determination of economically optimal size of paddy fields of Rasht County
Case study: Hashemi Sadri variety

Mahdi Khani'", Reza Esfanjari Kenari®, Seyed Hossein Payman*

1- Department of Agricultural Mechanization, University of Guilan, Rasht.
2- Department of Agricultural Economics, University of Guilan, Rasht.

Abstract

Determining the optimal size of agricultural units is one of the most important agricultural issues in developing
countries. Preventing fragmentation or even increasing the size of farms, can be the results of this work that increase the
net profit of the whole farm by reducing cost due to saving in production scale and improving the efficiency in area
unit. The size of agricultural production units should be specified for each crop and each region. Therefore, the aim of
this study was to determine the optimum size of Paddy fields in Rasht County. To conduct the study, information were
collected from 230 randomly interviewed farmers. The results showed that the economically optimal size of the fields in
the studied region is 3.36 ha, while the center of Statistics of Iran reported that the average area under cultivation of rice
in Guilan province in 1397 year is 0.92 ha. Therefore, it is recommended that solutions are thought that in the first step,
the gap between the optimal size and the actual size of studied paddy region don’t be aggravated and in the next steps,
solutions for reducing of this gap is considered. For example, forming cooperatives and shifting farms management
from small farm owners’ state to integrated managements can be solutions to reduce this gap.

Key words: Cooperatives, Optimum Size, Integrated Management, Rice
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