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Investigation of machinery input on potato cultivation:
A case study from Ardabil province (Niar district)

Hamed Rafiee?, Ali Mohammadi®, Shahin Rafiee® and Shahan Shahin®

Abstract

In this study the role of machinery in increasing the potato yield was investigated in Niar
district of Ardabil province, Iran. Optimization in the application of inputs is particularly
important in raising the efficiency of agricultural practices. With regards to this fact, the role of
machinery as an input of production was studied. Also, the effect of applying various
machineries in different cropping stages on the total cost of using machinery was investigated.
Therefore, the correlation between used inputs and potato yield was calculated. Logit model was
used to determine the impact of each input, including machinery, on improving the current
yield. Finally, the role of using machinery in the total cost of machinery was evaluated by
estimation by the Cobb-Douglas function. Results showed that application of different inputs
(land, manure, P and N fertilizers, seed and machinery) improved the yield significantly.
Estimation of Logit function also revealed that the use of land, seed and machinery had the
maximum significance in the increase of yield. By every extra hour application of machinery,
the probable increase in the yield increased by a rate of 0.602% per hour. Using Cobb-Douglas
function, our findings indicate that working hours of chisel plough and trailer had more
influence on the total cost of machinery, where 1% increase in the working hour of the
mentioned machineries resulted in a 2.6447 and 2.2.095 percent increase in the total cost of
machinery, respectively.
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