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Studying the Role of Mechanization Cooperatives in
Agriculture Sector Development

Abstract

Approximately, 18 million hectare of arable agricultural land is available in
Iran, most of which are used as scattered and with different sizes. This
scattered ness in landlord-peasant system, prior to the land reform act, was
caused due to natural, economical, social and political factors. This has also
made the use of scientific, technical and technological achievements hard or
impossible to apply. Also, investment in agriculture sector in areas such as
research, communication and inputs has adversely been affected. Land
scattered ness is one of the obstacles for progress, agricultural development
and rural community. The concept of land consolidation, in turn, means the
consolidation or harmonization of all agricultural activities such as preparation
of the field, seed, fertilizer, pesticide, machineries and maintenance, use of
equipment, farm management and marketing the agricultural products. This
happens in such a way to enhance the power of production and adjust the type
of crop to the needs of the society. Since the use of agricultural machines is
unavoidable, due to the high prices of machineries and the low purchasing
power of farmers, application and use of machines via cooperatives and
private sector is a probable solution and is recommended. This will support
the rustic community and eases the accessibility to the services to small
landowners. Also, after sale services to the farmers and competing with other
cooperatives are extra reasons to believe that this approach is the best for the
current situation in Iran. In this study, the role of cooperatives in agricultural
development and difficulties encountered are discussed.

Keywords: Mechanization, Cooperative, Agricultural machineries
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